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From Response to Resilience:
Preparing for the Use of 

Open and Distance Learning
in the next Crisis

Putting the
OPEN

back in ODL



Impact of COVID-19

Good:
Millions more teachers and students 
have experience of distance learning

Bad:
Remote teaching has taken the OPEN 
out of OPEN and distance learning





‘Time saved is life gained’

Sir Isaac Pitman



Lord Walter Perry
Founding Vice-Chancellor

The Open  
University

Improve the 
quality of teaching 
in all universities

The Course Team

The UKOU
institutionalized 

innovation



Open as to:

• People
• Places
• Methods
• Ideas



Education for All

Primary:
Enrolment from 84% (1999) to 93% (2015)

Secondary:
2006 400 million out of school
2018 200 million out of school





UN Sustainable Development Goals
Goal 4

Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong opportunities for all

4.1 Ensure that all girls and boys complete free, 
equitable and quality primary and secondary 
education leading to effective and relevant learning 
outcomes

4.3 Ensure equal access for all women and men to 
affordable and quality technical, vocational and 
tertiary education, including university







M O O C – Every letter is negotiable!



MOOC Statistics

- 180 million learners in 2020
- 16,000 MOOCs from 1,000 universities.
- One-third registered in 2020

- Visits to UKOU OpenLearn website:
- 8.9 million in 2019
- 13.6 million in 2020







Sir John Daniel

Thank you


