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Definition
"circumstances in which objective 
facts are less influential in shaping 

public opinion than appeals to 
emotion and personal belief."





Open as to:

• People
• Places
• Methods
• Ideas



MIT
2001
OCW

In 2001 MIT put some 100 of its courses online
for free and defined them as “. . . publicly
available materials that are either a part of or a
complete course usually from a higher-education
institution such as a university or college.”



Declaration:
Participants expressed: 
“their satisfaction and their wish to develop 

together a universal educational resource 
for the whole of humanity, to be referred to 
henceforth as Open Educational 
Resources”

2002 FORUM on the Impact 
of OCW for Higher Education 

in Developing Countries



OPEN EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES (OER)

educational 
materials that may 
be freely accessed, 

reused, modified and 
shared. 



Creative Commons





OER Consultations 2012
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Paris Declaration
2012

‘Governments can create substantial 
benefits for their citizens by ensuring 
that educational materials developed 
with public funds be made available 
under open licenses to maximize the 
impact of the investment’ 





‘a well-established properly regulated tertiary 
education system, supported by technology, 
open educational resources and distance 
education can increase access, equity, quality 
and relevance’ 



Massive Open Online Courses



MOOCS







Sir John Daniel

For text & slides:
www.sirjohn.ca
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